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(continued) 



Governor Nicholson, July 16, 1690, Issues a Proclamation 
for repealing this Act and the 3d of June, 1690, Publishes his 
Accession to the Government and continues all Officers. 

Governor issues a Proclamation commanding the Laws of 
England and this Colony against Prophaning the Sabbath and 
against the Sins of Cursing, Swearing, Drunkenness & de- 
bauchery to be put in Execution as also the several Acts for 
the well Ordering of Negroes. 

Lord Hallifax, L. P. S. 1 and others write to the Lord How- 
ard to Proclaim King William and Queen Mary, and 

•Lord Privy Seal. 
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King Wm. sends Lord Howard's Commission to Governor 
Nicholson and orders him to put it in Execution with the In- 
structions by Letter dated 13 November, 1690. 

Governor Nicholson, 2 December, 1690, Issues a Proclama- 
tion commanding all Justices of Peace, Militia and other offi- 
cers to put all the Penal and other Laws in Execution strictly 
and that the Justices of Peace do take Care that there be Sur- 
veyors of the High ways and Constables duly appointed Prisons 
Pillories and Stocks set up, Grand Juries Elected and sworn 
out of the most Substantial Inhabitants of their Countries and 
have in charge to present all Parishes (that are without Min- 
isters) that do not Provide Readers and that have not Legal 
Vestries that do not take Care to put the Act for Procession- 
ing in Execution and all Ministers, Readers and Clerks that 
do not keep a Register of all Births Burials and Marriages 
All Ministers marrying any Persons (that are not legally Pub- 
lished in Church) without License All Nusances in the H ways, 
Rivers and Creeks, Retailing Liquors without License — Ordi- 
nary keepers Selling at rates exceeding the Law. And such as 
have not Entertainment for Men and Horse as the Law pro- 
vides All Persons Planting less Corn than the Law requires — 
Planting after the last of June — making Seconds — All Officers 
charging Exorbitant fees — All Sherifs taking Levies of People 
not listed and not accounting for them to the County — Con- 
cealors of Tithables — Millers taking Excessive Toll — divulgers 
of false News to disturb the Peace — breakers of the Peace — 
Rioters or Persons guilty of treasonable or illegal Associations 
— Persons guilty of entertaining Negroes — Persons guilty of 
the Breach of any other Laws of this Country or shall speak 
contemptuously of the Laws of Virginia — and Premises — AH 
Informers shall have the Part allowed them by Law — Com- 
mands the Militia Officers to muster their Men according to 
Law. Sherif ordered to raise so many of his County without 
further Warrant as shall be Sufficient for the apprehending 
any outlying Slave — which they shall have Notice of and to 
put them in Irons. 

The same day writ«s a Letter to all Sherifs to this Effect 
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that he had spoke with the Reverend Mr. James Blair who is 
appointed by the Right Reverend Father in God, Henry Lord 
Bishop of London, Commissary of this their Majesty's Terri- 
tory and Dominion of Virginia who intends God willing in the 
Spring to make a General Visitation and hopes that every 
County will be in such [condition?] that he will have no 
reason to punish any and to that End I have herein sent you 
their Majesties' Letter to the Right Reverend Father in God 
the Bishop of London which he requires to be published at the 
County Court and every Church in his County. 

And being informed by Mr. Auditor Byrd that great Quan- 
tities of Lands were held for which no Quit Rents were paid, 
he requires the Sheriffs to return a perfect rentrole and to that 
End to demand of every person their Patents and Evidences. 

Commands the Militia Officers to list all Tithables except 
Slaves and two White Servants in a family — and that all Jus- 
tices should take an Account of all the Stores, Ammunition &c 
and that no Person Conceal the same and that all disorders 
occasioned by Drinking be prevented — and Vagabonds be pro- 
ceeded against. 

Requires the Sherif to demand of his County a list of all 
tithables — and to demand of the Surveyor a Copy of his Com- 
mission and Instructions — and to give an Account who are 
great promoters or discouragers of the good design of a free 
School or College and what Lands in their Counties have been 
given to either of those uses — And to acquaint the Ministers 
he expected they should observe the feast and fast Days. 

16 January, 1690, Issues a Proclamation Prohibiting any 
Person to go beyond the Inhabitants to trade with the Indians, 
the Law licensing that trade being expired whereby the Laws 
against were revived and appointed what Places Merchant 
Ships shall ride according to the Act made 1667. 

February 18, 1690. 

The Council order the Parish of Southwark to provide for 
a Poor Man till it be determined what Parish he belongs to. 
19. Council Order the Sherif of Elizabeth City to suspend 
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an Order of the County Court for binding Geo. Wause to 
good Behaviour. Quakers prohibited to meet without per- 
forming what is required by the Act for Toleration. 

27 February. Lord Effingham's new Commission and the 
Lieut. Governor's communicated to the Council. 

March 7, 1690. Governor's Instructions read and Instruc- 
tions for Erecting a Court of Exchequer refered to a further 
Council. 

April 15, 169 1. 

Peter Ceverley 2 appointed Clerk of the House of Burgesses. 

April 2i, 1691. Richard Lee, Isaac Allerton and John Arm- 
stead Esqrs. refuse to take the Oaths which reducing the 
Number of the Council under 9 Edmund Jennings Esqr. is 
appointed. 

Joseph Bridger petitions the Council setting forth that by 
the Stat. 3, Jac. ch. 5th, Popish recusants should be disabled 
from being Executors and Administrators or Guardians and 
that one Peter Blake a known Papist had the Custody of 
Thos. Honros and ordered that if it appear to the County 
Court that Blake is a Papist that they remove him. 

May 6. The Council give their Opinions that a Court of 
Exchequer and a Court of Admiralty are of absolute neces- 
sity for his Majesty's Service and that one Judge a Register 
and Marshall may be Sufficient for both Courts and they sup- 
plicate the Lords of trade and Plantations beseech his Ma- 
jesty that rules and Methods for the proceedings in the said 



'Peter Beverley of Gloucester county, son of the well-known Major 
Robert Beverley, was clerk of the House of Burgesses, 1691-99; clerk 
of Gloucester county, 1702-14, and probably other years; speaker of the 
House of Burgesses, 1700-1714; Treasurer of Virginia, 1710-23; ap- 
pointed to the Council in 1719, and died in 1728. He married Elizabeth, 
daughter of Major Robert Peyton, of "Isleham," Gloucester county, and 
had issue: (1) Elizabeth, born January i, 1691, died December 26, 
1723, married June 22, 1709, Col. William Randolph, Jr., of "Turkey 
Island, - ' Henrico county, member of the Council; {3) Susanna, married 
Sir [ohn Randolph, of Williamsburg, speaker of the House of Burgesses 
and Treasurer of Virginia. 
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Courts there having been neither of these Courts ever in this 
Country and to direct what allowance shall be made to the 
Judge Register and Marshall. 

A Master of a Ship Summon'd up from Norfolk to give his 
Deposition concerning persons being carried out of the Country 
who was Indebted to Geo. Marable. 

May 15, 1691. Vestries ordered not to entertain Ministers 
who cannot conform himself to the Canons of the Church of 
England and all Vestries that are not legally Chosen are to be 
dissolved and legal Vestries Chosen. 

May 18th. Several persons have been deputed to grant 
Marriage Licenses who had not done their duties it is Ordered 
that None but the first in Commission of the Peace Sign any 
such License. 

So£ Sterling allowed the Clerk of the Council instead of 
4o£. 

May 23. Council Order the Militia Officers not to list the 
following Persons, ist in Commission of Peace — Physicians, 
Chirurgeons, Readers, Clerks, Ferrymen, Negroes. 

June 4. Edmond Jennings Esqr. sworn of the Council. 

Henry Jenkins appointed Master of a Ship he being for 
her in a Plantation Bond. 

28 June. Governor Nicholson issues a Proclamation requir- 
ing all Justices and Church Wardens to return to the Secre- 
tary's Office under their respective hands a perfect abstract of 
the Levies that Year and that Births, Marriages and Burials 
be duly registered and that the Justices take Care that Courts 
be not . adjourned and the business dispatched and that the 
Laws for the Justices Attendance be put in Execution. 

Lords of the Admiralty send the Henry Prize to attend & 
Guard the Service of Virginia and to observe the Orders of 
the Chief Governor there June 16, 1691. 

The Government of New York desire a Supply of 150 Men 
to be sent there from this Country to assist them against the 
French and Canada Indians upon which the Council order 
Auditor Byrd to pay 102. 15. 9 being the Ballance of the Rev- 
enue here for Support of the Government. 
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August ist, 1691. The wretched State of this Country rep- 
resented to the board of Trade and Lord Nottingham Secre- 
tary of State and desire that the Quitrents may be applied to 
the use of the Government when the other Revenues fall short. 

The Council represent the inconveniency of the Claim of the 
Proprietors of North Carolina to the Degree of 36 1/2 whereby 
the Revenue will be lessened and great Quantities of Land 
taken away which were granted by the King. 

The Court of Northumberland having taken upon them to 
make by Laws, their Laws are suspended and 3 of the Jus- 
tices ordered to be taken into Custody till they giv; Security 
for their Appearance on the 4th day of the General Court. 

Ordered that a Person suspected of Murder be taken into 
Custody &c. 

Edwards gives up his Office of Clerk of the General Court 
and Miles Cary is sworn in his Room. 

Edwards sworn Clerk of Council, and ordered to take the 
Council Books out of the Secretary's Office and keep them. 

Secretary Cole ordered to Correspond with the Secretary of 
the Board of trade, and to communicate to him all the publick 
transactions. 

King Wm. gives his Letter to Chr. Robinson to be sworn of 
the Council dated 26 October, 1691. 

Edward Randolph appointed Surveyor General of the cus- 
toms in the Several Colonies and Plantations upon the Coast 
of America by the Customers of the Customs. 

April 1, 1692. Lord Effingham being charged with Male 
Administration sends several Quries which the Lieut. Gov- 
ernor Proposes to the Council. 

Secretary Cole ordered not to give the County Court Clerks 
Power to Name Deputies. 

Several Quakers Petition for Places to be appointed for 
their meeting. 

Andrew Hamilton* appointed post Master General of the 

•Andrew Hamilton was one of the most eminent lawyers of the colonial 
period. Little or nothing is known of his origin, though he was, no 
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North Part of his Majesty's Plantations and Colonies by Sir 
Robert Cotton, and Thomas Frankland Post Master General 
of the Kingdom of England appoint Peter Heyman his Deputy, 
by his deed dated 18 April, 1692. 

21 April. The Ketch Crane running a Shore at the Mouth 
of Nancemond some of her goods were taken out and put on 
board a Sloop, for which she was Condemned, and the Master 
Wm. Pennil petitions the Council for favour, and she was de- 
livered upon his giving Security to pay the King's 3d Part and 
a 6th Part to-the Governor unless he could obtain a grant of 
those Parts. 

Resolved, that the best way of selling Quit Rents was by 
way of Publick Sale at the General Court House door. 

Ordered that all Persons who have any Lands granted to 
them in the Northern Neck as Escheat should deliver the Cop- 
pies thereof to the Sherif s. 

His Excellency Francis Lord Howard of Effingham their 
Majesty's Lieut, and Governor General of Virginia, having 
sent three Letters to the Right hon'ble Francis Nicholson 
Esqr. their Majesties Lieut. Governor of Virginia dated No- 
vember 28, December 12 and december 26, 1691, his Honour 
caused them to be read and being in the said Letters taxed for 
doing several things which he ought not to have done proposed 
to us their Majesty's Council of Virginia aforesaid whose 



doubt, a native ot Scotland. He settled first in the latter part of the 
seventeenth century in Northampton county, Va., where he married, 
March 6, 1706, Ann, widow of Joseph Preeson and daughter of. Thomas 
Browne of the same county. He removed, about 1716, to Philadelphia 
and his public life belongs entirely to Pennsylvania. His name not in- 
frequently appears in the records of Northampton county. There is a 
record there, a deed, dated March 13, 1713, from "Andrew Hamilton late 
of Northampton Co., Va.," to Col. William Waters, conveying, for 
jfioo sterling, all the plantation, containing 500 acres, on the north side 
of the mouth of Hungar's Creek which said Hamilton had purchased. 
And also another, dated 172 1, from Andrew Hamilton of Pennsylvania 
and Ann his wife, conveying land which Thomas Browne had given to 
his daughter Anne Preeson now Hamilton. Andrew Hamilton died 
August 4, 1741. 
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Names are Subscribed the Several Questions following and 
desired we would faithfully and Truly resolve and answer the 
Same, viz. : 

Question, Whether since he came to this Government he 
had ever Acted anything of Moment without the Council's 
advice ? 

Answer. Not that is known to us but hath very often called 
us together for their Majesties, and this Country's Service 
and therefore hope his Excellency &c. will mind his Promise 
of getting our Salary made 5Co£ Sterling. 

Q. Whether ever the Council heard or understood that at 
the last General Assembly he used any Clandestine or private 
Means with the House of Burgesses to accomplish any designs ? 

A. We never heard or understood he did. 

Q. Whether (if there were occasion) he had Power to 
appoint Officers or had ever appointed any but such as well de- 
served the same? 

A. It appearing by his Majesty's Command sent with the 
Commission and Instructions that his Honour hath the full 
Power of Executing the said Commission during his Excel- 
lency's absence we are of Opinion his Honour hath Sufficient 
good Power and hath never put any Person into any Office 
fit for a Councellor but a Councellor where there was one 
Convenient and was very careful in appointing such Persons 
Officers as were Judged Properest for their Majesty's Service. 

Q. Whether Mr. Henry Hartwell, Mr. Cr. Robinson, Major 
Charles Scarborough did in the least misbehave themselves in 
the last Assembly? 

A. Not that we know or ever heard. 

Q. Whether Mr. Luke should be made Sherif of 

Stafford County as his Excellency proposed? 

A. It is our Opinion that Capt. Geo. Mason the present 
Sherif hath had the Place but one Year be continued the Ensu- 
ing Year. 

Q. Whether Mr. Henry Thacker should be added to the 
Commission of the Peace and made Sherif of Middlesex 
County as his Excellency proposed? 
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A. Mr. Robert Dudley the present Sherifs having had the 
Profits of the said Place but one Year and officiated three 
Months for the Widow of another Person it is our Opinion 
he be continued the ensuing Year and that Mr. Thacker be 
added to the Commission of the Peace for the said County. 

Q. Whether Mr. Auditor Byrd should Audite the Duties 
arising due by the Imposition on Liquors, Skins & Furs ? 

A. It is our Opinion that if the Hon'ble Wm. Blathwait 
Esqr., Auditor General of their Majesties Revenue of this 
Colony shall impower him so to do he ought to do it, Otherwise 
not. 

Quest. Whether according to his Excellency's proposal, 
Edmd. Jennings Esqr. should be turned out of his Collector's 
place if he would not pay the Agreement made with his Ex- 
cellency for the same and if the said Jennings had misbe- 
haved himself since he was added to the Council? 

Answr. We never having heard or understood the said 
Jennings hath misbehaved himself in the Place of Collector 
nor since he hath been added to the Council done anything 
unbecoming the Trust reposed in him and their Majesties' In- 
structions being considered where it is said the Governor shall 
not hold any Place by a Deputy It is our Opinion the said Jen- 
nings be not displaced from being a Collector. 

Q. Whether it was fit Edmund Jennings Esqr. should re- 
assume his Office of Attorney General or whether he could 
lay it down without their Majesties' Leave? 

A. The said Jennings being added to the Council and not 
holding the place of Attorney General by Commission from 
their Majestys It is our Opinion it is not agreable with the 
said Jennings' Place of Council to be Attorney General and 
that he might lay it down without their Majesties' leave as was 
formerly done by Colo. Peter Jennings and an Account that 
Mr. Edward Chilton was appointed Attorney General during 
Pleasure was transmitted for England in the Journal of the 
Council. 

Q. Whether any Method in Ecclesiastical Affairs were used 
in this Government? 
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A. None save only that the Reverend Mr. James Blair Acts 
as Commissary for the Lord Bishop of London. 

Cj. Whether the Part of the Law for Ports &c. relating to 
Furs &c. was conceived Necessary ? 

A. It was proposed as a Means to procure the Confirma- 
tion of the Law and the house of Burgesses having proposed 
higher Rates than is set on them_they were moderated by his 
Honour and us. 

Q. Whether it would have been for their Majesties Ser- 
vice to have opposed Colo. Thomas Milner's being Speaker' of 
the House of Burgesses? 

A. It is our Opinion there was no reason to oppose the said 
Milners being Speaker, he being a Justice of Peace in Nance- 
mond County and placed first in that Commission by his Ex- 
cellency. 

Q. Whether the duties on Liquors should be disposed of 
without the Approbation of the House of Burgesses as his 
Excellency proposed ? 

A. By Act the said Duty is to be disposed of by Governor 
Council and Burgesses and we conceive It ought not to be 
disposed of Otherwise. 

April 28, 1692. 

Christopher Wormeley, William Cole, 

Edward Hill, Ralph Wormeley, 

Henry Whiting, William Byrd, 

Edmund Jennings, John Lear. 

Queen Mary sends her Letter to Sir Edmund Andros, dated 
26 May, 1692, to this Effect: Whereas, by our Letters Pat- 
ents under our great Seal of England bearing date the 17 Feb- 
ruary last We have given unto our Trusty and well beloved 
Thos. Neal Esqr. his Executors, Administrators or Assigns 
full Power and Authority to Erect, Establish and settle within 
the Chief Ports of our several Islands, Colonies and Planta- 
tions in America Office or Offices for the Receiving and dis- 
patching of Letters and Packets and to receive and deliver 
the same under such rates and sums of Money as the Planters 
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shall agree to give or as shall be proportionable to the Rates 
for the Carriage of Letters ascertained in the Act of Parlia- 
ment for Erecting and Establishing a Post Office To hold 
Enjoy the same for the term of 21 Years under the Yearly 
Rent of Six Shillings and Eight Pence with such Powers and 
Clauses as are necessary in this behalf And Whereas Sir Rob- 
ert Cotton and Thomas Frankland Esqr. our Post Master Gen- 
eral have at Nomation and Desire of the said Thos. Neal and 
in pursuance to our said Letters Patents deputed Andrew 
Hamilton to govern the said Post Office throughout all the 
Colonies and Plantations on the Continent of N. America and 
all the Islands lying near the same by Instrument dated 17 
February last, We have thought fit at the humble request of 
the said Thomas Neal hereby to signify our Pleasure that 
you assist and Countenance him the said Andrew Hamilton 
his Deputy Agents and Servants in the Management ot the 
said General Post office and in the due Execution of all and 
Singular the Powers and Authorities contained in our said 
Letters Patents and that you issue such Orders and directions 
from time to time as shall be requisite and fit for the better 
Performance of this Service. 

July 5, 1692. Christopher Robinson appointed Secretary. 

Nicholson appoints the Collectors, Notary Publics. 

Henry Whiting appointed Treasurer of the Duties arising by 
2 Acts made 1691 in the Room of Edward Hill appointed by 
the Assembly who had accepted the Office of Collector of the 
upper district of James River which rendered him incapable 
of that Office. By Commission dated 5 July, 1692. 

Some Questions proposed to us their Majesties' Council of 
Virginia by the Right Hon'ble Francis Nicholson their Ma- 
jesty's Lieut. Governor of Virginia which his Honour desired 
we would faithfully and Truly Answer and is by us according- 
ly performed, Viz. : 

Q. Whether when his Honour came into the County it was 
not generally discoursed by the People that they had been 
under some Arbitrary Proceedings and whether they did not 
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expect King William and Queen Mary would show them 
great favour? 

A. It appears by the Journal of the House of Burgesses 
they greatly Complained of Arbitrary Proceedings and there 
was at their present Majesty's Coming to the Crown General 
Expectations of great Favours from them. 

Q. Whether the Council after his Excellency the Lord 
Effingham &c. was gone was not forced for their Majesties 
Service and Quiet of the Country to mitigate things and not 
punish Offenders? 

A. It is presumed it was thought for their Majesties Ser- 
vice for it appears by the proceedings that Several things were 
mitigated and the Inhabitants eased of some things they com- 
plained of. 

Q. Whether we were not apprehensive if the Lord Effing- 
ham had stayed the Country would have been in Trouble? 

A. The Country was in a General Dissatisfaction when his 
Lordship went away and there was great Cause to doubt that 
some Disturbance would have been if several of those things 
Complained of by the House of Burgesses had not been mod- 
erated. 

Q. Whether his Honour's Visiting all the Country several 
times and Exercising the Militia had not been for their Ma- 
esties Service and diverted the People from Melancholy 
Thoughts ? 

A. It hath been Judged so by the General Assembly and 
his Honour hath had their Publick thanks for the same. 

Q. Whether his Honour hath not used all Possible En- 
deavours against false trade and always given the Collectors 
Strict Charge therein and whether any New Method hath been 
used in the trial of Ships seized? 

A. They have all been tried as was usual in former times 
according to Laws and his Honour the Lieut. Governor hath 
always given Strict Charge to the Collectors and being very 
careful and diligent in Endeavouring to have all false traders 
discovered both in Direction and his Personal Endeavours and 
we are humbly of Opinion that if their Majesties be graci- 
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ously pleased to confirm the Law of Ports it will be a great 
Means to discover them. 

Q. Whether it was not his Honour's constant Practice 
before the breaking up of Council after he had proposed what 
he thought for their Majesties Service to ask if any of the 
Gentlemen of the Council had anything to propose and when 
lie had proposed anything of moment he did not advise them 
to Consider of it? 

A. It was his Honour's constant Practice to ask if any of 
the Council had anything to propose and to Advise to con- 
sider of things of Moment by him Proposed. 

Q. Whether what Mr. Blair did was not before done by 
Others impowered by the Right Reverend Bishop of London ? 

A. Mr. Temple by Virtue of a Power (as he said) caused 
the Clergy to meet as Mr. Commissary Blair did and since Mr. 
Blair went away nothing hath been done. 

July 7th, 1692. 

Wm. Byrd. Hen. Whiting. 

Edw'd Hill. Cr. Wormeley. 

John Lear. Chris. Robinson. 

Edm'd. Jennings. Hen. Hartwell. 



September 20th, 1692. Sir Edmond Andros sworn Gov- 
ernor. 

Governor Nicholson sitting in that Council and Several 
others and it was moved as a Question whether the Assembly 
was not dissolved upon the New Governor's Arrival. 

Sir Edm'd recommends the reviving the Laws and Officers' 
fees to be regulated. 

Sir Edmond Andros appointed Governor in Chief of Vir- 
ginia by Patent dated 1 March 4, W. & M. 

September 20, 1692. Sir Edmond signs the Test. 

Sir Edmund by Proclamation dated 21 September, 1692, 
continues all Officers, dissolves the Assembly continued by 
prorogation to the 20 April. 
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November i, 1692. Sir Edmond issues a Proclamation 12 
May, 4 Regm. W. & M. Reciting, that Peter Heyman was ap- 
pointed D. P. Master and requires all persons to be aiding and 
Assisting to him in the Due Execution of his Office. 

1 March, 1692. Issues a Proclamation for a Solemn fast to 
Implore the Blessings of God upon the Consultations of the 
Assembly & April 5 1693, Issues another for another fast to 
avert God's Judgment upon the Country being Sorely afflicted 
with the Measles, and 25 May, 1693, another declaring that 
the said Thos. Neal hath Power to set up Ferries over every 
River, Creek or Lake within this Government where there is 
no grant yet made or given to any other Person. 

(to be continued) 



VIRGINIA IN 1671-1673. 



(Abstracts by W. N. Sainsbury, and copies in the McDonald and De 
Jarnette Papers, Virginia State Library.) 



(continued) 



Governor Berkeley to the Committee of Trade and 
Plantations. 

(Abstract.) 

Virginia, January 22, 1671-2. 

Governor Sir Wm. Berkeley to [the Committee of Trade and 
Plantations.] 

Desires his Majesty's commands to the Consuls of Naples 
and Sicily to send some men skilful in the making of silk into 



